SERMON NOTES 

HOW TO LIVE WITHOUT BEING OFFENDED—PART II
SERMON TITLE: WHEN BEING RIGHT TURNS INTO BITTERNESS 
SERMON THEME: YOU ARE NOT AS RIGHT AS YOU THINK
SERMON TEXT: LUKE 18:9-14

INTRODUCTION: YOU ARE NOT AS RIGHT AS YOU THINK, AND IF YOU ARE NOT CAREFUL, BEING RIGHT CAN SLOWLY TURN INTO BITTERNESS.

1) ACTS 8:23 

· WHAT BEGINS AS CONVICTION CAN BECOME PRIDE, AND WHAT BEGINS AS DISCERNMENT CAN BECOME JUDGMENT. WHAT BEGINS AS HURT CAN BECOME POISON IN THE SOUL.

2) COLOSSIANS 3:8 

JESUS WANTS YOU TO BE FREE FROM THE CYCLE OF BITTERNESS 


I) THE DANGER IN THINKING YOU ARE RIGHT.

· WE SEE OURSELVES AS MORE RATIONAL, MORE BETTER, MORE ACCURRATE, MORE REASONABLE, AND MORE JUSTIFIED THAN OTHERS AROUND US. WE NEVER SEE OURSELVES AS THE PROBLEM. 

3) LUKE 18:9-14

· JESUS TELLS US THIS WAS NEVER JUST ABOUT RIGHT VS WRONG IT WAS ABOUT PRIDE AND HUMILITY. 

4) JAMES 3:14


II) JESUS IS THE MOST RIGHT, AND THE LEAST JUDGEMENTAL PERSON EVER.

· PEOPLE WERE NOT DRAWN TO JESUS BECAUSE OF MORAL SUPERIORITY, INSTEAD THEY WERE DRAWN TO JESUS BECAUSE HE LOVED SINNERS. 

5) JOHN 13:34-35 

· LOVE NOT CORRECTNESS IS THE DEFINING EVIDENCE OF SPIRITUAL MATURITY. 
6) I JOHN 4:18-19


III) WHEN BEING RIGHT TURNS INTO BITTERNESS. 

· ALL BITTERNESS STARTS WITH HURT AND ANGER.

7) HEBREWS 12:14-15 

· BITTERNESS IS LIKE DRINKING POISON AND HOPING IT KILLS YOUR ENEMY.

8) PROVERBS 15:18


IV) THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS.

· ADMIT YOUR BITTERNESS AND BE HONEST.

9) EPHESIANS 5:11

· FORGIVENESS IS RELEASING THE DEBT.

10) MATTHEW 18:32-35

· BLESS YOUR OFFENDER 

11) LUKE 6:27-28

· TRUE FORGIVENESS IS SECOND HAND.

12) EPHESIANS 4:31-32


CONCLUSION: FROM BITTER TO BETTER.

· JESUS: I AM FORGIVEN----I FEEL GRATTUDE----I BECOME MORE ACCEPTING----I OVERFLOW WITH LOVE. 

· NOT: I AM RIGHT----I FEEL SUPERIOR----I GROW BITTER. 

BEING OFFENDED IS INEVITABLE, BUT BECOMING BITTER IS A CHOICE. 

13) LUKE 6:37
