SERMON NOTES 

WHY DID JESUS HAVE TO DIE? PART II
SERMON TITLE: LIFT HIGH THE CROSS
SERMON THEME: THE CRUCIFIXION AS GOD’S WORD
SERMON TEXT: JOHN 1:1-5; 14

INTRODUCTION: THE CROSS IS NOT MERELY A TRANSACTION IT IS GOD’S WORD IN THE WORLD, AND IT INVITES US INTO A NEW DEFINING STORY.  

1) MATTHEW 27:54 

· WHY DID JESUS HAVE TO DIE? IT IS A QUESTION THAT WILL NOT GO AWAY, BECAUSE EVEN THE DISCIPLES STRUGGLED WITH THE QUESTION. 

2) MARK 8:31 

WHAT IF THE CROSS IS NOT SOMETHING GOD DID, 
BUT SOMETHING GOD SAID?


I) THE CRUCIFIXION AS GOD’S WORD.

3) JOHN 1:1-5; 14

· EVERYTHING JESUS DID CULMINATES AT THE CROSS, BECAUSE THE CROSS IS NOT AN ACCIDENT.

4) I CORINTHIANS 1:18

· THE CROSS SAYS: SIN IS REAL, EVIL IS COSTLY, LOVE IS STRONGER, AND MERCY TRIUMPHS.

5) LUKE 23:34

· JESUS DID NOT CALL DOWN ANGELS, INSTEAD HE SAID: FORGIVE THEM. 

II) THE RETURN TO AND REVERSAL OF EDEN.

6) GENESIS 2:8-9, 15-17

· THE BIBLE BEGINS IN A GARDEN AND IT ENDS IN A GARDEN. 

7) LUKE 22:42
· THE RECAPITULATION ATONEMENT MEANS JESUS BECOMES THE NEW HEAD OF THE HUMAN RACE. 

8) I CORINTHIANS 15:22

· EVERYDAY WE EITHER CHOOSE THE PATH OF SELF-WILL OR THE PATH OF SURRENDER. 

III)  TWO TREES IN A GARDEN.

9) REVELATION 22:1-2

· THE STORY BEGINS WITH A FORBIDDEN TREE AND ENDS WITH A HEALING TREE. 

10) ROMANS 5:19

· WHERE ADAM FAILED, JESUS SUCCEEDED.
· WHERE HUMANITY DISOBEYED, JESUS OBEYED 
· WHERE WE FELL, JESUS STOOD.

IV) LIFT HIGH THE CROSS 

11) ROMANS 5:8

· THE CROSS IS NOT A NATIONAL BANNER. IT IS NOT A SYMBOL OF DOMINANCE. IT IS INSTEAD, A SYMBOL OF SACRIFICIAL LOVE. 

12) MATTHEW 16:24  

· YOU LIFT HIGH THE CROSS WHEN YOU LIVE THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS. 

CONCLUSION: WHICH ADAM WILL YOU FOLLOW? WILL YOU SAY, “MY WILL BE DONE?” OR WILL YOU SAY, “NOT MY WILL, BUT YOUR WILL?” 

13) LUKE 9:23
