SERMON NOTES 

WHY DID JESUS HAVE TO DIE—PART I
SERMON TITLE: THE MYSTERY AND MEANING OF THE CROSS
SERMON THEME: THE CROSS AT THE CENTER
SERMON TEXT: I CORINTHIANS 1:18-25

INTRODUCTION: SOME QUESTIONS REFUSE TO LET YOU GO, AND KEEP 
			    SHOWING UP LIKE: WHY DID JESUS HAVE TO DIE? 

1) MARK 8:31

· THE CHALLENGE IS THE CROSS STRETCHES BEYOND THE LIMITS OF HUMAN UNDERSTANDING. 

2) I CORINTHIANS 1:18 

· THE CROSS IS NOT SOMETHING WE EXPLAIN, IT IS SOMETHING THAT YOU ENTER, AND IT IS SOMETHING THAT ENTERS YOU. 


TRYING TO MAKE SENSE OF THE CROSS  

I) THE CROSS REVEALS GOD’S WISDOM.

· GOD’S WISDOM OFTEN CONTRADICTS HUMAN LOGIC.

3) ISAIAH 55:8-9

· THE CROSS IS GOD’S PERFECT PLAN FOR SALVATION.

4) ACTS 2:23-24

THE CROSS PROVES GOD’S LOVE AND SOVEREIGNTY.

5) ROMANS 5:8


II) THE CROSS REDIFINES POWER. 

· THE WORLD DEFINES POWER AS CONTROL

6) II CORINTHIANS 12:9-10

· GOD DEFINES POWER AS SURRENDER.
7) JOHN10-17-18   

· THE CROSS TRANSFORMED DEFEAT INTO VICTORY. 

8) HEBREWS 2 14-15 


III) THE CROSS CALLS YOU TO FOLLOW JESUS. 

· FOLLOWING JESUS REQUIRES SURRENDER.

9) MARK 8:34  

· THE CROSS TRANSFORMS YOUR IDENTITY. 

10) II CORINTHIANS 5:17  

· THE CROSS LEADS TO LIFE, NOT DEATH. 

11)  JOHN10:10  


CONCLUSION: THE CROSS IS NOT THE END, IT IS THE BEGINNING OF NEW LIFE, AND GOD’S GREATEST VICTORY. 

12) EPHESIANS 2:13-16 

THE CROSS OFFERS YOU THREE THINGS 

· FORGIVENESS FOR YOUR PAST.
· POWER FOR YOUR PRESENT.
· HOPE FOR YOUR FUTURE. 
