SERMON NOTES
MAKING BETTER DECISIONS FOR A BETTER LIFE--PART II
SERMON TITLE: BETTER DECISONS PREPARES YOU TO OVERCOME
SERMON THEME: BE ON YOUR GUARD
SERMON TEXT: I CORINTHIANS 16:13-14 

INTRODUCTION: BETTER DECISIONS WILL NOT BE BASED ON WHAT FEELS GOOD IN THE MOMENT, BUT ON WHO YOU WANT TO BE THE REST OF YOUR LIFE. 

1) MATTHEW 26:36-41  

· JESUS IS TEACHING THAT YOU ARE TO BRING YOUR WEAKNESS TO GOD BEFORE THE MOMENT OF TESTING ARRIVES. 

2) I CORINTHIANS 16:13-14

· MAKING BETTER DECISIONS REQUIRES YOU TO PREPARE YOURSELF TO OVERCOME TEMPTATION BY SEEKING GOD’S STRENGTH AND DECIDING AHEAD OF TIME HOW YOU WILL RESPOND. 

THE CHOICES YOU MAKE IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES YOU FACE.
THREE PRACTICAL WAYS TO ACCOMPLISH THIS:


 I) PUT A BOUNDARY BETWEEN YOURSELF AND TEMPTATION. 

· WE ASK: “HOW CLOSE CAN I GET BEFORE THIS BECOMES WRONG?” WISDOM ASKS: “WHAT WILL HELP ME TO REMAIN FAITHFUL?”

3) PROVERBS 4:14-15 

· WHEN I RECOGNIZE A SITUATION THAT WEAKENS MY OBEDIENCE, I WILL STEP AWAY AND ASK FOR HELP. 

4) ECCLESIASTES 4:9-10 


II) SEE THE CONSEQUENCES HONESTLY BY LOOKING BEYOND THE TEMPTATION OF IMMEDIATE SATISFACTION. 

5) JAMES 1:14-15

· TEMPTATION NARROWS YOUR ATTENTION AND DRAWS YOUR EYES TOWARDS IMMEDIATE SATISFACTION. 

6) GALATIANS 6: 7-8 

· SLOW DOWN LONG ENOUGH TO CONSIDER THE LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF YOUR DECISIONS. 

· WHAT LASTING GOOD MIGHT YOU BE RISKING FOR A MOMENT OF SATISFACTION? 


III) BETTER DECISIONS INCLUDE DECIDING IN ADVANCE HOW YOU WILL RESPOND TO TEMPTATION. 

7) GENESIS 39:7-15 

· AN ESCAPE PLAN TURNS GENERAL INTENTION INTO A SPECIFIC RESPONSE: “WHEN THIS HAPPENS, I WILL DO THIS.” 

8) I CORINTHIANS 10:13

· WHEN TEMPTATION COMES, I WILL SEEK GOD’S HELP AND TAKE THE NEXT FAITHFUL STEP. 


CONCLUSION: BE READY THROUGH PRAYER AND SURRENDER. 

9) JAMES 4:7-8  

THE CALL TO RESIST TEMPTATION BEGINS WITH SUBMISSION TO GOD’S WILL. 

10) HEBREWS 4:15-16

· CHOOSE THE ACTION YOU WILL TAKE WHEN TEMPTATION COMES AND THROUGH IT ALL WATCH AND PRAY. 
